Fans tellithowitis

Teachers sing the praises of a new digital applications qualification. Dorothy Walker reports

Seldom can a now gqualification have
heeny greetia] with such enthusiasm as
DDA, the |_]|]1||1rr||..1 in Dhigital Applica-
tiiaiis il Bdeacel Introduced this year
05 @ successor o GRYO 1CT, which B
being  phased out, DDA has alescly
won many lans among eachers. This
perm, 2000000 staclenes frome 12000
schools are beginning the course, @
Edexcel forecasts that 450,000 leamsers
wlll b= involbeed I'r!,'IhI-. Hime resd vear
*Thene are o many good words |
could we phout DDA gays Mark
Willlmniokt, head of KT ai
Weston  Ciiy  Technolegy College in

Cortny, wirich has been pdloging the

qualihisitice for a vear, "It is exiremely
flexible and the contend 5 excellent, It
prepares siudenis for life in the 21st oen-
by it will hedp them in every otk
oo they do,®

HOA beeaks a kot of new proamnd.
aimns to build expertise inapplving 1021
purposelully and creatively. The qualsfi-
it i |:h1|'||~:||",x andd thene ane mo widi-
fen exams. Students demnonstrade their
shillis by ckling [ty showrcasing
their wark as an e-portfolio - an eleg-
tronic porfiolio of evidenoe that s
nssessed omlfine, The ermphasis is on how
the student goes about applying a ange
al soltwane o meet the propect briet,
plarning and mumaging the paoject
alomyg the Wiy,

Four urklts are om offer, The first, using
ICT, s the expuivalent of one GESE.
Ackding multbmedla, graphics o 1CT in
erferprise wdds another GOSE, and com-

Browiks

prbetinng all boair wonlts makes a foll DilvA
awancl, which, like GRYG 1T, Is warth
foiir GFCSEs

Thee chesice will be exterwded next yeqr
with the nelease of three additional units
corvering web broadoasting and pubdish
ing, the moving image, and sound and
mudio. GINYOE PCT will be withalrawin in
2007,

Froducers of teaching and saming
mesourees have  taken a  variety  of
aprproaciees o supporting a qualification
atknowledped a8 more rewarding bui
sy e Chadlenging ||-,||'h

I miosl highi-profile resoiince puck
age i LHEA Detfened, which i being
ullered free tooall secondary schaoals i
the country, [t ks being created inoa e
oot um by the Morth West Leaming
Cardi] (WILER), wath the suppaort of the
Lismcbon Cirbdd fior Learning (LGEL.

Ginry  Clawson, chief executive ol
MWLLG ways "GMNVO ICT was u paetty
[ arss, Il sofvonls took it because
it wing wiorth four GOSEs, DD 65 0 won-
derful course, but the full qualification is
ol her Lo puass,

There 18 a damger that students might
gt only teeo GESEs — and that wioald
cause 4 major dip in some schools'
resulis. 5o owe wanted o help impeos
teacteers’ skills In the way they teach the
course, aesd pronvide stucents with really
exciting meterials. 11 vou want e sl
hiow B0 creale the very bed interctive
resonimces, o biave ioone the very besi
interaictive resormoes,”

Ll Detivererd employs 3-0 gomes-
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basml learmning technology,  alloswing
learners o interact with characoters in
- woriids, as r|||:'_g.' ol I & comkpkes
g, Gnry saya: A an exanmple, one of
thie TR prrodjects mvolves comdactng o
survery, Students can go inio a 3-0 aidsan
erironment and sk questions of the
cliarncien, aywssing the rl'[l||l‘"i ||1|_;|.'
receive and deciding how best o sum
martse thie answess, The system analyses
the students perdormance and  pives
hirits on how the survey technigues
could e improved.”

Gateshend-hased  spociallsts Casplan
I:'.‘Irrllru.' e creating the 310 worlds,
nnd Criry saysc "This is mone poweerful
than anvthing that has been done
besfiome with -1 gamae-based learring
LHEM locasies - on inshmtre-standond

meeds, and as well as the qualification,
shicenis can gnimn industry-standard cer-

EEbRabes = dnar ressonrrcess offer s interna-
tiomally recopgmised qualifications from
PAncromedia mnd kicrosoie”

The P Deleesee teachers' mesoarroes
focs on the sofivane skills legches
meed o e colirse, The WWILEG is work-
ing with supplies of wirtual learming
envirorment (VLE software, alming o
enmie it schools can use their VILEs
lowr steariog and monaging e-portiolios

THDA s great,” saps David Masson
oonbenl manager for the London Grid
fowr  Learmdng (LGELY,  *Bdescoe]  his
thought really hard aboul wocaticonal
RIS ek Threlatesd indostries and also
e generally and we have moved o
troums i MicrasofT Ciffice as the sole



tatem pole by which we jodee somse-
cne's BCT capabilitles.

LhAA Diefiveresd i Bsing mnde available
to London schools, and LGEL has poo
duced] materials exemplilving the fea
tures of o goodd e=portfolio, Work is alo
urider way on a history project for the
vl tirvsedia wndt of PRI & a0 example
ol Beonw BT besichiers cim oolladsorate with
ather departinents, an approach  thal
hllason soes A% " enormemasly Beneficeal boar
evErvone concermsd”

Thomas Tetford Schaool in Telford has
added b8 DDA resonamees B the range ol
ofline course  materials it oswlls o
schools, 11 Barrow, deputy hesd with
responsibality foe 17T, says: "We have
fad & DIDA pibot unning alongside
GRYO ICT Tor o owvenr, and we cin

|.|I|1'|"."|."'I'||_|

alresdy s g sjpndficant
betwreen the o o Of studenis. The
b students have developes] maore
indepenident thinking «kills
miore analvtical and creaclve n appving
L, i iy are very open abood sesk-
ing criticsl review from thaes peers, We
have also found that once we have
shown them the basics of some Gy
powerrful software, thisv just take i anid
o widlhy it

“There &ré o madn caveats and
these have determined o approach
with the mesounces. First, thie kessoms are
mére  demanding oo leachers than
CasIVOD, becmse the studenits are not albl
doing the same tak al e same time
Andd the biggest problem for our siu-
ety his been managing hig profects

I |||"\_..' ALY
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ey need el sappoart in this area.

0t resources offer eschers g kot of
practical advice to help them undsr
wenrkd e ||I.I.t|l'|'ll ikon ond tlve asess-
iment criterin — i students are moviing all
n thi: wrong direction, teachers nesd o
b abibe bo rein thism ine For dudenis, we

covier  prosject maiagemment amd 1077
akiills, it we don't show them b to
o0 thidr project tasks, and that is wivy
T moup e been so creatlve, The
resourees are media-ricly, with viden,
o aned animated fotodals, Aroumd
A5 schoods ane currenthy subscribiing 1o
our DDA resonarees - alimsost balf the
rivimber thint use our GV minterinls

Al Hrooke Weston Collepe,  Mark
Wilmott created DHEA resonrmes for i
pupils, and they are being sold o
schools by itain, Brooke Weston's come-
mtrcial ombine leaming anm. Mark savs:
“Inferactive  tutorals  gulde  studeiis
through the softwane they need o we,
and we cover knoswledse-based skilis,
such as how o resenrch and CAITY il
sErvels There are practios activities and
shills auclits, Thie matedals are different-
itext, amd students cany work Indepen-
-iil'll!f[.- il thietr own e

“We have also created softwane whisch
allovws studdenits to manage thelr e porg-
folie ard make it avallable o teachers
WY i v Llll;-"; with Filexoel o s jis
mleralom can be given aocess, withoo
vt mchaond laviing to serid e « i
Bk b Vil

Absart 100 schioods lave sigmed up for
Brooke Westons matertals, Mark savs:
“hdore than & year ago we had people
askineg 4F we had DYDA rewwoees, And [
wilsn't just teachers — hends, business
managers, governing bodies o LEAs
were ringing upe DDA has peneraded
buige mberest

In e London HI_I|II|J!_|]| | ||||||||:|‘1-
dhaany, DHDA Is bedng introduiced as part ol
an imimative that covers [CT Fom oey
stage 2 o the end of K54 A learmilig
passport scheme allows primary pugsils
to bulld an online poriobio of theb
winrk, taking It on o secondary school
ancl emploving the same online system
o bkl thsie THITIA |_-|,H||I_[||||||l._ Ihie sys-
tetin was developed by the Hillingdon
Laniad for Learidngy (HPGEL), whikch is also
ploting TR teachlng and learming
resounces Created By Hillingdon's Huy
o Scfeoal,

Stuart Ellam;, head of HGAL savs:
"Havilon's heasd has been proamoting
IET for years < massive investroent has
brecnt anade and the level of achievemeni
b ponee through the mof,®

UAf THIERA b saps: “0vie o the issues
wilh ICTT #s that students are way gk
of thelr teackers in lots of aneas. anid
LA givess students i choroe o really
show what they can do, [NDA s g wplen
did way i build capatbilivies that can be
ippligd across the curdcabem. Done
well, | belieye THDA will help Dot

pchlsvemend i all areas ™



